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necessary to  instruct  mankind in their   civil   duties,   but also
the best  and   only  means  of obtaining the   forgiveness of our
sins, the favour of God, and strength to overcome our passions
and  to  keep  his  commandments."    He  defends   the   system
which the  Compiler  had adopted to  introduce Christianity to
the native  inhabitants, by  appealing  to the fact   that nearly
three-fifths are Hindoos and  two-fifths Mussulmans,   the latter
devoted  from   their  infancy to   the   belief in   one   God ;   and
declares that, from his own   experience in religious  controversy
with them, he is   satisfied   that   he  was   rendering   them moat
service by making them  acquainted  with  those  precepts ( by
which he appears to have meant, more   generally,   instructions)
"the obedience to which he believed  most  pectiliarly required
of a Christian,   and  such as  could by   no   means  tend in doc-
trine to excite  the religious  horror of the  Mahommedans,   or
the scoffs of the Hindoos." "Such dogmas or doctrinal and other
passages," he  afterwards  says, "as are  not  exposed  to those
objections,  and  are not unfamiliar  to the   minds of those for
whose   benefit  the   compilation  was  intended,   are  generally
included,  in    conformity with the  avowed plan  of the  work ;
particularly  such   as  seem   calculated  to   direct our love   and
obedience to the beneficent  Author of the universe, and to him
whom he  graciously  sent to deliver  those precepts  of religion
and morality  whose tendency is  to  promote  universal peaco
and harmony."    When  replying to the objections of the Revi-
ewer, that the  precepts  of Christ  do not shew how to obtain
the forgiveness of sins  and  the favour of God,   the   Frieiid of
Truth  extracts  from the  compilation "a  few passages of that
greatest of all prophets  who was   sent to call  sinners to ropott-
tance ;"   and  adds,     "Numeroxis passages of the Old and New
Testaments  to the  same  effect,   which  might  fill  a   volumo,
distinctly  promise  us that   the  forgiveness  of God   and   the
favor of his  Divine  Majesty may    be   obtained by    smcore
repentance, as required  of sinners   by  the Redeemer."

On    these    anonymous   publications,    Dr.   MABSHMAW,   of
Serampore College, published a series of aniraadversionB  which